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I.  Comprehensive Planning Process 

A. Overall Mission 

To preserve, protect, and enhance the quality of life for the residents of the Town of 

Burns and the Village of Canaseraga. 

 

B. Comprehensive Planning Process 

The Town of Burns Comprehensive Plan has been in the works since September 

2012, when a group of concerned citizens wanted to make a difference in their 

community.  The main concern of the group was watching the Town slowly lose 

residents.  The group then formed a committee to help improve the vision of our 

Town and Village by making it a more attractive place to visit, shop, and live in, not 

just a place to drive though.  The Village of Canaseraga joined the planning process 

in May of 2013. 

 

The Town of Burns and Village of Canaseraga are located next to a popular skiing 

resort, Swain Ski and Snowboard Resort.  The ski resort is developing a plan to 

become a year-round facility and we want to enhance our area so that their customers 

will stop in our Village and Town to enjoy shopping, walking, and visiting. 

 

 
Village of Canaseraga Four  Corners  
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II.  Town of Burns and Village of Canaseraga Background 
Burns is a Town in Allegany County, New York, USA.  The Town is in the northeast 

corner of the County.  The Village of Canaseraga is the principle Village in the Town 

of Burns.  Allegany County is located in the southwestern part of New York State.  

The Town of Burns is about 66 miles south of Rochester, 79 miles southeast of 

Buffalo, 73 miles east of Elmira, and 61 miles northeast of Olean.  The population 

was 1,180 at the 2010 Census with an estimated 2013 population of 1,175.  The 

Village has a population of 550 in the 2010 Census with an estimated 2013 

population of 540.  The Town was named after Scottish poet Robert Burns.  The 

Village name of Canaseraga is of Native American origin.  Interpretations are 

ñamong the milkweedsò and ñamong the elmsò, the latter seemingly having a larger 

claim to authenticity. 

 

 

The Town of Burns and Village of Canaseraga have Livingston County to the north 

and Steuben County to the east.  Communities and locations in Burns: 

¶ Garwoods- A small hamlet in the northwest part of the Town at the 

intersection of NY 70 and County Rd 15B.   

¶ Burns Village- Principle Village of the Town of Burns into the 1850ôs.  It 

was located at the intersection of Tilden Hill Road, Bull Road, and State 

Route 961F.  Often, in recent times, referred to as Old Burns to distinguish it 

from the current Burns on the rail line. 

¶ Burns Station- A hamlet at the eastern Town-line on County Route 14 and 

County Road 52 in Steuben County. 

¶ Gas Spring ï a location in the southwest corner of the Town. 

 

Town of Burns, NY and Village 

of Canaseraga, NY 

New York State 
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A. History  

The Village of Canaseraga and Town of Burns are in the northeastern corner of 

Allegany County.  The Town of Burns was formed from part of the Town of Ossian, 

Liv ingston County, on March 17, 1826.  The Village was incorporated in 1892; 

originally called Whitney Valley.  It comprises one square mile and has been the 

principle Village of the Town of Burns since 1853 and by act of the State Legislature 

since 1859.  

 
Postcard of the Main Street  

 

Samuel Boylan first settled here between 1804 and 1806 and established a sixty acre 

farm and mill on what is now Mill Street in the Village.  The site of his original house 

is marked with a NYS historic marker.  Boylan became well known for his trading 

post, which is located at the crossroads on Main Street: thus, the community was first 

named Boylan Corners.  In 1859, the Village name was changed by act of the New 

York State Legislature. 

 

The area grew with the arrival of the railroad (1856), which provided access to 

shipping the areaôs varied agricultural products and lumber.  To illustrate that growth, 

Burns Township grew from a population of 1,097 in 1855 to 1,613 in a twenty-year 

span.  

 

By 1873, a large school was needed to educate Village children.  Opening in 1874, it 

was named ñThe Union Schoolò.  A two-cell Village jail was also erected to house 

the often raucous railroad laborers and others who violated the peace.  From the F.W. 

Beers 1879 History of Allegany County: ñCanaseraga is justly regarded as one of the 

most enterprising Villages on the line of the New York, Lake Erie, and Western 

Railroads.  Many of the business buildings have a new and fresh appearance and on 

all sides are evidences of prosperity and thrift.ò  The growth spurt and community 

pride led to a vote for incorporation in December 1892; Canaseraga Village became 

official-at which time one writer noted, ñIt is hoped that our streets and sidewalks will 

now be kept in better condition.ò  Ironically, this hope is repeated today with the 

creation of our Comprehensive Plan. 

 

A Volunteer Fire Company was formed in 1893, several hotels and boarding houses 

sprang up, and spacious homes were built by businessmen who found an excellent 
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economic climate.  The community boasted five churches, a Baptist Academy, 

numerous groups devoted to enjoyment of the arts, and a second railroad even saw fit 

to establish service and a depot.  Within Canaseraga there were a variety of 

businesses including: a daily newspaper, tailors and cobblers, a shoe factory, cigar 

factory, broom factory, five busy blacksmiths, huge logging mills, grain, pea and 

bean warehouses, a large dairy that shipped milk to New York City, lawyers, 

furniture stores, eateries, and jewelers.  In short, every service one expected in a 

lively community.  

 

 
Postcard of the Main Street  

 

Tragedy then stuck on March 28, 1895 when a massive fire destroyed the entire 

downtown area in which 25 stores, two hotels, Union Hall, bank, newspaper office, 

T.G. Wooster Manufacturing Co. Furniture, and 34 homesteads were completely lost 

in the early morning blaze.  Within 3 years, brick buildings radiated out from the Four 

Corners and a few homes had been built or rebuilt on East Main Street.  In 1897, the 

Rowe and Kennedy produce business began operations near Depot Street, and shortly 

after 1900 the Deysher flour and feed mill was built on East Main Street.  The 

Kingston Opera House was completed in 1898 and the new building to house the 

newspaper was ready about the same time.  By 1904, mercantile activity in 

Canaseraga was probably larger in volume and more varied than had been the case a 

decade earlier.  More than 40 businesses were in operation at the time of the 

Canaseraga Centennial in August of that year.  Although the initial growth surge 

leveled off in the early twentieth century, Canaseraga and the surrounding farms of 

the Burns Township continued to provide jobs and prosperity.  

 

In 1939, the Union School and ten district one-room schools were closed and replaced 

by a new, sparkling Canaseraga Central School, which also replaced one-room 

schools in the Towns of Birdsall, Grove, Almond, and Ossian.  The school when it 

opened had 400 students.  

 

Men began leaving farm work behind in favor of the forty hour work week and 

benefits, as there was plenty of employment close by in Dansvilleôs large boiler plant, 

Hornellôs Erie Shops, and Gunlocke Chair in Wayland.  Tapping into Canaseraga and 
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Burns talented worker pool, Gunlocke Chair Company, in fact, set up a production 

annex here in the 1950s, which shut down in the 1960ôs.  
 

 
Larger Parish Church  

 

Churches in the Town of Burns:  

¶ Methodist Episcopal- earliest meeting 1806 

¶ First Baptist of Canaseraga- organized 1810 under the name of the Alfred 

Baptist Church.  In 1820 it was called the Ossian Baptist Church, in 1826 the 

Burns Baptist Church and received its present name in 1857  

¶ First Presbyterian- erected Jan. 18, 1877 

¶ Trinity Episcopal Church - organized July 22, 1857 

¶ St. Maryôs Catholic Church- first organized as a mission in 1865 and was 

made into a rectory in 1905 and the church is still standing on North Street in 

the Village 

¶ Valley Wesleyan Church- built in 1981 and is located just outside the 

Village of Canaseraga on State Route 70 

¶ Master Tabernacle- used to be a bar called Hillcrest Manor and was 

converted into a church 

¶ Garwoods Methodist Church- was built in 1861 and still stands today on 

County Road 15.  

¶ The Larger Parish Church- located on 20 Pratt Street.  The church bell was 

hung in 1875.  In 1995, the Greater Larger Parish Church was incorporated 

and it stands in the same place today as in 1875. 

In the depression years the Baptist, Methodist, and the Presbyterians met under 

one roof.   
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Canaseraga Cemetery  

 

Cemeteries in the Town of Burns include: 

¶ Canaseraga Cemetery- code #11-1; (Town 5, Range 7PE, lot 144), 

Canaseraga Village 

¶ St. Maryôs Cemetery- code #11.2; (lot 110) North Street  

¶ Methodist Church Cemetery- code#11-3; moved to Canaseraga Village  

¶ Burns- code #11-4; Bull Road 

¶ Slader Creek ï code #11-5; (lot 55) Rte. 13C 

*Code #s refer to the Allegany County Cemetery Index card file at the Allegany County 

Historical Society and LDS Family History Library microfilm .  See Western New York 

Genealogical Society Journal, Vo. II, No. 1 

 

B. Natural and Man-Made Resources 

1. Geography: 

According to the United States Census Bureau, the Town has a total area of 27.2 

square miles (70 km
2
), of which, 27.2 square miles (70 km

2
) of it is land and 

0.04% is water.  

 

The Canaseraga Creek, a tributary of the Genesee River, runs through the center 

of the Village.  Bennett Creek and Slader Creek join Canaseraga Creek west of 

the Village.  The Southern Tier Expressway (New York State Route 17/Interstate 

86) and Interstate 390 are only a 15-minute drive from the Town of Burns and 

Village of Canaseraga.  

 

The topography of the Town is mostly rolling hills with steep valleys except 

along Canaseraga Creek where the valley is wide from the glacierôs working this 

area.  The Canaseraga Creek is a very slow moving creek due to a low change of 

elevation from Swain through the Town of Burns as it is along the glacial lake 

bed and is the upper part of one of the main fingers of the Genesee River.  The 

area has gravel and sand deposits from the moraine deposits of the glacial 
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processes.  The highest point is along the southwestern border with the Town of 

Almond at 2,080 feet above sea level.  The lowest point in the Town is at 980 feet 

above sea level in the northeast corner of the Town in the area of Poagôs Hole.  

Poagôs Hole has a 600ô drop itself from hilltop to bottom.  Along the eastern 

Town line are excellent soils for agriculture that are part of the ñMuckò left by the 

glacial lake.  Flood plains are mostly along Canaseraga Creek and in the area 

between Moraine and the Hamlet of Burns. 

 

 
Canaseraga Creek  

 

 
Canaseraga Creek profile from Garwoods to Poagõs Hole 



8 
 

 
















































































